
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

February 13, 2019 
 
 
Dear Debra (Campus Canopies, LLC), 
  
Please accept this letter as a response to your inquiry concerning your products compliance with standards 
related to fire sprinkler systems, especially those in college dormitories and off-campus residential housing 
units protected with fire sprinklers. As a former firefighter, fire officer, fire chief, and fire marshal, I really 
appreciate your outreach to our association and your concern with compliance to local authorities. Campus 
Canopies as currently submitted to us and as represented does not violate standards related to fire sprinklers 
when used as you specify.  
 
Your request and diligent work with us over the past several months is greatly appreciated. I am sorry this 
process took an extended period of time, but we wanted to make sure we followed our process to properly 
process your question and to add my review and response in this unique and particular situation. Your effort 
proves to me your intent to comply with the laws and the authorities across the country. In speaking with both 
of you personally throughout this process, it is evident you are genuine in wanting your product to not 
contribute to any fire and to certainly not inhibit the most effective product in limiting the impact of fire on 
lives and property.  
 
We do not have any authority across the country in any jurisdiction and you understand that from our 
conversations. We have a great respect for those who serve and protect their colleges, communities, and 
states across this country and would never want to contradict what their interpretation is that is best for the 
environment they are inspecting. It is our hope that this letter may be used to indicate where the information 
comes from and that our association may be able to assist with anything fire sprinkler related in this country.  
 
Thank you for reaching out to us at the NFSA, and thank you for your respect of life safety codes and 
standards. We all know that keeping college students safe is a priority. Please feel free to reach out should you 
have additional questions, comments, and/or concerns. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Shane Ray 
President 
 
 



  
 

  
 

 
A request for an informal interpretation was submitted to one of our hallmark services, NFSA Expert of the 
Day. This program has some of the most qualified experts on fire sprinkler systems in the world. The program 
is intended for our members, which includes fire sprinkler contractors, professional engineers, fire/building 
officials, etc.), to submit technical questions relating to building and fire codes and standards. The questions 
range from some of the most simple to the most complex ever discussed on a particular issue involving 
product, installation, or inspection of a fire sprinkler system.  
 
This is the information derived from our Expert of the Day sent via eod@nfsa.org. 
  
You have described a product called Campus Canopies which is a freestanding structure that surrounds a bed 
and supports privacy curtains. 
  
Your question is: Does this product violate the rules of NFPA 13 and/or NFPA 13R regarding the residential 
sprinkler systems that are common in college dorms rooms? You have stated these dorms may have pendent 
(ceiling mounted) or sidewall (wall mounted) sprinklers. 
  
The answer is to your question is no, as long as the obstruction rules of the sprinkler installation standards are 
followed; these privacy curtains do not appear to cause a violation of the installation standards. 
  
NFPA 13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems (2016) directly addresses the situation described. 
Different sections of the standard would apply depending on the exact configuration of the privacy curtain in 
relation to the sprinkler. NFPA 13 defines obstructions to sprinklers into two general categories: 
  
Category 1 - Obstructions that Prevent Sprinkler Discharge from Reaching Hazard. These would be 
obstructions that are more than 18 inches below the sprinkler deflector. For this class of obstruction, 
additional sprinklers would only be required for obstructions that are more than 4 ft wide. The privacy curtains 
are not greater than 4 ft wide (the width is the lesser of the dimension and not the length) so in the case of 
the curtain would be the width of the fabric itself. Additionally, this rule does not apply to obstructions that 
are not fixed in place, such as beds. 
  
Thus, if the top of the privacy curtain is located more than 18 inches below the sprinkler deflector then the 
privacy curtains would not be considered an issue. This is stated in 2016 edition of NFPA 13 in section 8.10.6.3 
for pendent residential sprinklers and in section 8.10.7.3 for sidewall residential sprinklers. 
  
Category 2 - Obstructions to Sprinkler Pattern Development. These would be obstructions that are 18 inches 
or less below the sprinkler deflector. If the top of these privacy curtains are 18 inches or less below the 
sprinkler deflector, the applicable rules would be found in section 8.10.6.2.2 for pendent residential sprinklers 
and in section 8.10.7.2.2 for sidewall residential sprinklers. As an example, section 8.10.7.2.2 reads as follows: 
  
8.10.7.2.2 Suspended or Floor-Mounted Vertical Obstructions. 
The distance from sprinklers to privacy curtains, freestanding 
partitions, room dividers, and similar obstructions in 
light hazard occupancies shall be in accordance with Table 
8.10.7.2.2 and Figure 8.10.7.2.2. 



  
 

  
 

  
This section would be applicable to the privacy curtain that you described. Table 8.10.7.2.2 will indicate how 
far the privacy curtain needs to be horizontally from the sprinkler based upon the distance from the sprinkler 
deflector to the top of the privacy curtain. As an example, Table 8.10.7.2.2 (for residential sidewall sprinklers) 
states that if the top of the privacy curtain was 6 inches below the sprinkler deflector then the privacy curtain 
would be required to be less than 12 inches away from the sprinkler. Because sprinkler spray must reach 
beyond the privacy curtain, its horizontal distance from the sprinkler and its vertical distance below the 
sprinkler deflector must be takin into account. The further away from the sprinkler, the lower the top of the 
privacy curtain must be below the sprinkler deflector in order to allow spray to clear it. The following diagrams 
may help to illustrate: 
 

 
 

Table 8.10.7.2.2 
Horizontal Distance (A) Minimum Allowable Distance Below Deflector (B) 

6 inch. or less 3 inch 
More than 6 to 9 inches 4 inch 

More than 9 to 12 inches 6 inch 
More than 12 to 15 inches 8 inch 
More than 15 to 18 inches 9 ½ inch 
More than 18 to 24 inches 12 ½ inch 
More than 24 to 30 inches 15 ½ inch 

More than 30 inches 18 inches 
 

To understand these concepts more fully, you can get a copy of NFPA 13 (2016) edition. You can order one 
from NFPA on their website: https://catalog.nfpa.org/NFPA-13-Standard-for-the-Installation-of-Sprinkler-
Systems-2016-Edition-P114.aspx This site will also allow you to view this standard for free: 
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-
standards/detail?code=13&year=2016 
 



  
 

  
 

Based upon the above, it does not appear that these privacy curtains will be a problem in regard to the 
requirements of NFPA 13 as long as the appropriate obstruction rules are followed. NFPA 13R does not 
directly address this situation as does NFPA 13, but again it doesn’t appear to be a problem. 
  
It must be noted that this opinion is regarding the rules of NFPA 13 only. Colleges may have additional rules 
that may impact your situation. The challenge with this product is that the obstruction rules mentioned above 
must be evaluated on a case by case basis to truly answer your question about whether the product violates 
the requirements of NFPA 13. If further information is needed, I suggest that you consult a Fire Protection 
Engineer. 
  
The above is my opinion after reviewing the respective sections in NFPA 13. It has not been processed as a 
formal interpretation in accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects and should 
therefore not be considered, nor relied upon, as the official position of the NFPA or its Committees. 
 


